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1. AMBASSADOR DISCUSSED WITH THE POREIGN SECRETARY MAY 17 
THE IMPORTANCE TO THE UNITED STATES OP THE GENEVA 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONEERENCE (ILC) AND OUTLINED THE 
POINTS EXPRESSED IN REPTELS. POLITICAL COUNSELOR AND 
LABOR REPORTING OFPICER MAY 16 PRESENTED AN AIDE MEMOIRE ON 
THE SUBJECT TO THE DIRECTOR GENERAL POR THE AMERICAS AT THE 
MINISTRY OP POREIGN APFAIRS, AND ON MAY 23, AGAIN PRESENTED 
THE SAME DOCUMENT TO THE LABOR SECRETARY, A.M. MESBAHUDDIN, 

AND THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE BUREAU OP MANPOWER, A.M.A.H. 
SIDDIQUI, BOTH OP WHOM WILL REPRESENT THE BDG IN GENEVA. 

2. THE TWO BANGLADESHI LABOR MINISTRY OPFICIALS LISTENED 
ATTENTIVELY AND ASKED MANY QUESTIONS DURING THE PRESENTATION 
OP THE AIDE MEMOIRE. THEY WERE SYMPATHETIC TO THE U.S. 

POSIT ONS AND SAID THAT IT WOULD BE "CATASTROPHIC" IP THE 
U.S. WERE TO WITHDRAW PROM TH ILO. TO THE EXTENT 
POSSIBLE, THE BDG WOULD SUPPORT THE USG, THEY SAID, BUT 
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ON SPECIPIC ISSUES, SUCH AS WHICH COMMITTEE WOULD RECEIVE 
THE ARTICLE 17 AMENDMENT, THE BDG WOULD BE GUIDED BY THE 
DECISIONS OP THE ASIAN BLOC AND THE GROUP OP 77. THE 
TWO OPPICIALS ASKED FOR A COPY OF THE U.S. AMENDMENT, WHICH 
WAS PROVIDED PROM MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED AT THE NEW DELHI 
LABOR CONFERENCE. 
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3. BOTH MEN, HOWEVER, CAUTIONED THAT BANGLADESH COULD 
BE BOXED IN IF ONE OE THE ARAB STATES TABLED A RESOLUTION 
ON ISRAEL. BANGLADESH AS A MUSLIM MAJORITY COUNTRY (AND 

ONE WHOSE ECONOMIC DEMANDS ON OIL-RICH ARABS ARE GREAT) WOULD 
BE UNABLE TO VOTE AGAINST SUCH A RESOLUTION AND BE SEEN 
PUBLICLY AS BREADING ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY. 

4. IN PASSING, THEY SUGGESTED THAT THERE COULD BE 
USEFUL DISCUSSION IN GENEVA ON OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO 
THE STRUCTURE OF THE ILC, INCLUDING THE NEED FOR MEETINGS LESS 
FREQUENTLY AND OTHER COST SAVING PROCEDURAL MATTERS AND 
THE EXPENDITURE OF A GREATER PORTION OF THE BUDGET ON 
LABOR DEVELOPMENT AND LESS ON OVERHEAD. 

5. IN ADDITIONAL TO THE ABOVE TWO BDG OFFICIALS, THE 

BDG DELEGATION WILL INCLUDE ABUL BASHAR FROM THE JATIYA 
SRAMIK (NATIONAL WORKERS) FEDDRATION AND ANISUDDOULA, 
PRESIDENT OF THE BANGLADESH EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION. 

THE DELECATION WILL BE BACK-STOPPED BY TWO MEMBERS OF THE 
BANGLADESH MISSION IN GENEVA. THE SECRETARY OF LABOR, MESBA- 
HUDDIN, SEEMS TO BE A QUIET AND RATHER UNASSERTIVE BUREAU- 
CRAT, WHEREAS THE MANPOWER DIRECTOR GENERAL, SIDDIQUI, 

SEEMS TO BE MORE DYNAMIC AND KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT ILO 
MATTERS, HAVING ONCE SERVED AT THE ILO REGIONAL OFFICE 
IN BANGKOK. DURING HIS PAKISTAN DAYS, HE ALSO RECEIVED 
SOME MANPOWER TRAINING IN WASHINGTON AND SPEAKS FONDLY 
OF THE EXPERIENCE. BASHAR, THE LABOR DELEGATE, IS PRESIDENT 
OF ONE FACTION OF THE JATIYA SRAMIK FEDERATION (JSF), A 
LABOR FRONT OF A SMALL AND INSIGNIFICANT LEFTIS PARTY, 
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THE NATIONAL PEOPLES' LIBERATION UNION (JAGMUI). THE JSF 
HAS ORGANIZED SOME OF THE MACHINE TOOL WORKERS IN THE DACCA 
AREA, BUT OE THE TWENTY UNIONS REPRESENTING THE WORKERS 
JSF HAS CONTROL OF ONLY SIX OR SEVEN. THE REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE EMPOLYERS, ANISUDDOULA, IS THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF 
BANGLADESH OXYGEN, LTD. AND PRESIDENT OF THE NARAYANGANJ 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

MASTERS 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DEMARCHE, INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS, RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGS, MEETING DELEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DACCA02785 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 84-0421 

Format: TEL 
From: DACCA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770529/aaaaazcy.tel 

Line Count: 105 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: e6c2428c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION LAB 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 102699 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2411479 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESENTATION OF AIDE MEMOIRE CONCERNING INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONFERENCE; COMPOSITION OF BDG DELEGATION 
TAGS: PORG, ELAB, BG, US, ILO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e6c2428c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



